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COCHRAN HANA
What Economics Can Learn from the Humanities Yale University Press
Argues that economics is a science, but a human science: a witty guide to the ins and outs of
economic philosophy.
Reporting from the Front Lines of the Trump White House University of Chicago Press
For a century and a half, the artists and intellectuals of Europe have scorned the bourgeoisie. And
for a millennium and a half, the philosophers and theologians of Europe have scorned the
marketplace. The bourgeois life, capitalism, Mencken’s “booboisie” and David Brooks’s “bobos”—all
have been, and still are, framed as being responsible for everything from ﬁnancial to moral poverty,
world wars, and spiritual desuetude. Countering these centuries of assumptions and unexamined
thinking is Deirdre McCloskey’s The Bourgeois Virtues, a magnum opus that oﬀers a radical view:
capitalism is good for us. McCloskey’s sweeping, charming, and even humorous survey of ethical
thought and economic realities—from Plato to Barbara Ehrenreich—overturns every assumption we
have about being bourgeois. Can you be virtuous and bourgeois? Do markets improve ethics? Has
capitalism made us better as well as richer? Yes, yes, and yes, argues McCloskey, who takes on
centuries of capitalism’s critics with her erudition and sheer scope of knowledge. Applying a new
tradition of “virtue ethics” to our lives in modern economies, she aﬃrms American capitalism
without ignoring its faults and celebrates the bourgeois lives we actually live, without supposing that
they must be lives without ethical foundations. High Noon, Kant, Bill Murray, the modern novel, van
Gogh, and of course economics and the economy all come into play in a book that can only be
described as a monumental project and a life’s work. The Bourgeois Virtues is nothing less than a
dazzling reinterpretation of Western intellectual history, a dead-serious reply to the critics of
capitalism—and a surprising page-turner.
Leave Me Alone and I'll Make You Rich University of Chicago Press
Economic historian Deirdre Nansen McCloskey has distinguished herself through her writing on the
Great Enrichment and the betterment of the poor—not just materially but spiritually. In Bettering
Humanomics she continues her intellectually playful yet rigorous analysis with a focus on humans
rather than the institutions. Going against the grain of contemporary neo-institutional and
behavioral economics which privilege observation over understanding, she asserts her vision of
“humanomics,” which draws on the work of Bart Wilson, Vernon Smith, and most prominently, Adam
Smith. She argues for an economics that uses a comprehensive understanding of human action
beyond behaviorism. McCloskey clearly articulates her points of contention with believers in
“imperfections,” from Samuelson to Stiglitz, claiming that they have neglected scientiﬁc analysis in
their haste to diagnose the ills of the system. In an engaging and erudite manner, she reaﬃrms the
global successes of market-tested betterment and calls for empirical investigation that advances
from material incentives to an awareness of the human within historical and ethical frameworks.
Bettering Humanomics oﬀers a critique of contemporary economics and a proposal for an economics
as a better human science.
How Women Made the West Rich Yale University Press
The world's economy has been transformed from a twentieth-century materials-based economy to
the Age of the Knowledge-Based Economy - and the currency of this realm is ideas, imagination,
creativity, and knowledge. According The World Bank, 80% of the developed world's wealth now
resides in human capital. Perhaps President Ronald Reagan said it best in his address to Moscow
State University on May 31, 1988: "Like a chrysalis, we're emerging from the economy of the
Industrial Revolution - an economy conﬁned and limited by the Earth's physical resources - into, as
one economist titled his book, "the economy in mind," in which there are no bounds on human
imagination and the freedom to create is the most precious natural resource." Written by Ronald
Baker and Ed Kless, hosts of The Soul of Enterprise: Business in the Knowledge Economy, the
popular radio show on Voice America's Business Channel, The Soul of Enterprise: Dialogues on
Business in the Knowledge Economy sounds the clarion call that organizations can no longer ignore
this seismic shift that has occurred in the economy since 1959. The Soul of Enterprise introduces the
three components of Intellectual Capital - human capital, social capital, and structural capital - and
how to leverage them to create wealth in today's economy, by revealing: The physical fallacy - why
wealth no longer consists of tangible things, but of ideas, imagination and knowledge from human
minds The best learning tool ever invented: After Action Reviews Why Frederick Taylor and the
Scientiﬁc Management movement was a fraud and the wrong focus for knowledge workers The fact
that eﬀectiveness always and everywhere trumps eﬃciency The First Law of Pricing: All value is
subjective The Second Law of Pricing: All prices are contextual The Morality of Markets: Doing well
and doing good Why your organization - and you - need to be driven by a higher purpose than proﬁt
The Soul of Enterprise will inspire and challenge readers to unlock the enormous ﬁnancial and
competitive power hidden in the intellectual capital of their organizations and knowledge workers."
Fame, Honor, and the American Founding University of Chicago Press
A controversial look at the end of globalization and what it means for prosperity, peace, and the
global economic order Globalization, long considered the best route to economic prosperity, is not
inevitable. An approach built on the principles of free trade and, since the 1980s, open capital
markets, is beginning to fracture. With disappointing growth rates across the Western world, nations
are no longer willing to sacriﬁce national interests for global growth; nor are their leaders able—or
willing—to sell the idea of pursuing a global agenda of prosperity to their citizens. Combining
historical analysis with current aﬀairs, economist Stephen D. King provides a provocative and
engaging account of why globalization is being rejected, what a world ruled by rival states with
conﬂicting aims might look like, and how the pursuit of nationalist agendas could result in a race to
the bottom. King argues that a rejection of globalization and a return to “autarky” will risk economic
and political conﬂict, and he uses lessons from history to gauge how best to avoid the worst possible
outcomes.
The Vices of Economists, the Virtues of the Bourgeoisie University of Chicago Press
While neo-classical analysis works well for studying impersonal exchange in markets, it fails to
explain why people conduct themselves the way they do in their personal relationships with family,
neighbors, and friends. In Humanomics, Nobel Prize-winning economist Vernon L. Smith and his longtime co-author Bart J. Wilson bring their study of economics full circle by returning to the founder of
modern economics, Adam Smith. Sometime in the last 250 years, economists lost sight of the full
range of human feeling, thinking, and knowing in everyday life. Smith and Wilson show how Adam
Smith's model of sociality can re-humanize twenty-ﬁrst century economics by undergirding it with

sentiments, fellow feeling, and a sense of propriety - the stuﬀ of which human relationships are built.
Integrating insights from The Theory of Moral Sentiments and the Wealth of Nations into
contemporary empirical analysis, this book shapes economic betterment as a science of human
beings.
A Culture of Growth Rowman & Littleﬁeld
What circumstances or behaviors turn poverty into a cycle that perpetuates across generations? The
answer to this question carries especially important implications for the design and evaluation of
policies and projects intended to reduce poverty. Yet a major challenge analysts and policymakers
face in understanding poverty traps is the sheer number of mechanisms—not just ﬁnancial, but also
environmental, physical, and psychological—that may contribute to the persistence of poverty all
over the world. The research in this volume explores the hypothesis that poverty is self-reinforcing
because the equilibrium behaviors of the poor perpetuate low standards of living. Contributions
explore the dynamic, complex processes by which households accumulate assets and increase their
productivity and earnings potential, as well as the conditions under which some individuals, groups,
and economies struggle to escape poverty. Investigating the full range of phenomena that combine
to generate poverty traps—gleaned from behavioral, health, and resource economics as well as the
sociology, psychology, and environmental literatures—chapters in this volume also present new
evidence that highlights both the insights and the limits of a poverty trap lens. The framework
introduced in this volume provides a robust platform for studying well-being dynamics in developing
economies.
The Myth of the Entrepreneurial State University of Chicago Press
Economics as a mathematical exercise, which too often relies on the notion of perfectly rational
actors, doesn t have a perfect grasp of reality. What economics could use most, as many have
pointed out, is a more realistic view of human beings, and how non-material beliefs and values
shape the economy. "Humanism Challenges Materialism in Economics and Economic History" is a
new synthesis of the most promising perspectives of this more human-centric approach to
economics. Roderick Floud, Santhi Hejeebu, and David F. Mitch have brought together a variety of
top scholars from an formidable range of disciplines to develop and illustrate three speciﬁc
approaches: how individual beliefs inﬂuence material outcomes, how collective beliefs aﬀect the
economy, and how the methods of economics are not just higher-order math but forms of rhetoric,
philosophy, and history. By bringing together these fundamental yet alternative conceptions of
economics as informed by the humanities, and organizing them into eﬀective and complementary
groups, the volume is a huge step forward in developing a much more realistic conception of the
long story of capitalist growth."
If You're So Smart Yale University Press
A New York Times Book Review Notable Book of the Year “I visited womanhood and stayed. It was
not for the pleasures, though I discovered many I had not imagined, and many pains too. But
calculating pleasures and pains was not the point. The point was who I am.” Once a golden boy of
conservative economics and a child of 1950s privilege, Deirdre McCloskey (formerly Donald) had
wanted to change genders from the age of eleven. But it was a diﬀerent time, one hostile to any sort
of straying from the path—against gays, socialists, women with professions, men without hats, and
so on—and certainly against gender transition. Finally, in 1995, at the age of ﬁfty-three, it was time
for McCloskey to cross the gender line. Crossing is the story of McCloskey’s dramatic and poignant
transformation from Donald to Dee to Deirdre. She chronicles the physical procedures and emotional
evolution required and the legal and cultural roadblocks she faced in her journey to womanhood. By
turns searing and humorous, this is the unﬂinching, unforgettable story of her transformation—what
she lost, what she gained, and the women who lifted her up along the way.
The Noblest Minds University of Chicago Press
In Cents and Sensibility, an eminent literary critic and a leading economist make the case that the
humanities—especially the study of literature—oﬀer economists ways to make their models more
realistic, their predictions more accurate, and their policies more eﬀective and just. Arguing that
Adam Smith’s heirs include Austen, Chekhov, and Tolstoy as much as Keynes and Friedman, Gary
Saul Morson and Morton Schapiro trace the connection between Adam Smith’s great classic, The
Wealth of Nations, and his less celebrated book on ethics, The Theory of Moral Sentiments. The
authors contend that a few decades later, Jane Austen invented her groundbreaking method of
novelistic narration in order to give life to the empathy that Smith believed essential to humanity.
More than anyone, the great writers can oﬀer economists something they need—a richer
appreciation of behavior, ethics, culture, and narrative. Original, provocative, and inspiring, Cents
and Sensibility demonstrates the beneﬁts of a dialogue between economics and the humanities and
also shows how looking at real-world problems can revitalize the study of literature itself. Featuring
a new preface, this book brings economics back to its place in the human conversation.
A New, and Old, Approach to Economic Science Rowman & Littleﬁeld
The last 200 years have witnessed a 100-fold leap in well-being. Deirdre McCloskey argues that
most people today are stunningly better oﬀ than their forbearers were in 1800, and that the rest of
humanity will soon be. A purely materialist, incentivist view of economic change does not explain
this leap. We have now the third in McCloskey's three-volume opus about how bourgeois values
transformed Europe. Volume 3 nails the case for that transﬁguration, telling us how aristocratic
virtues of hierarchy were replaced by bourgeois virtues (more precisely, by attitudes toward virtues)
that made it possible for ordinary folk with novel ideas to change the way people, farmed,
manufactured, traveled, ruled themselves, and fought. It is a dramatic story, and joins a dramatic
debate opened up by Thomas Piketty in his best-selling Capital in the 21st Century. McCloskey
insists that economists are far too preoccupied by capital and saving, arguing against the position
(of Piketty and most others) that capital induces a tendency to get more, that money reproduces
itself, that riches are created from riches. Not so, our intrepid McCloskey shows. Bill Gates and Steve
Jobs, among the biggest wealth accumulators in our era, didn't get rich through the magic of
compound interest on capital. They got rich through intellectual property, creating billions of dollars
from virtually nothing. Capital was no more important an ingredient to the original Apple or Microsoft
than cookies or cucumbers. The debate is between those who think riches are created from riches
versus those who, with McCloskey, think riches are created from rags, between those who see
proﬁts as a generous return on capital, or proﬁts coming from innovation that ultimately beneﬁts us
all.
How Ideas, Not Capital Or Institutions, Enriched the World Rowman & Littleﬁeld
Ever since Douglass Adair convincingly demonstrated that a love of fame was central to the
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American founding, political scientists and historians have started to view the founders and their
acts in a new light. In The Noblest Minds, ten distinguished scholars examine this passion for fame
and honor and demonstrate for the ﬁrst time its signiﬁcance in the development of American
democracy. The ﬁrst two-thirds of the book is devoted to essays on individual founders, as the
contributors consider the role of fame in the lives and political characters of Washington, Franklin,
Madison, Jeﬀerson, Hamilton, Adams, and Marshall. The remaining chapters analyze the founders'
theoretical accomplishment in reviving political science, and explore the problem of honor in the
modern world. Political scientists and American historians alike will ﬁnd this book to be valuable and
illuminating. What made the founding generation of American statesmen so outstanding? To answer
this question, The Noblest Minds brings together a distinguished group of historians and political
scientists to evaluate a neglected but compelling theory advanced nearly four decades ago by
Douglass Adair. Adair argued that it was the 'love of fame' that moved many of the leading lights of
the founding generation. Adair's thesis is the starting point for a series of searching essays on the
role of fame in the lives of Adams, Franklin, Hamilton, Jeﬀerson, Madison, Marshall, and Washington.
These proﬁles also provide wide-ranging historical and philosophical reﬂections on the question of
fame. What emerges from these essays is a more complex picture of the founding generation than
that presented by Adair. While acknowledging the role of the love of fame, The Noblest Minds argues
for the inﬂuence of other concerns such as honor, virtue, and the cause of liberty. This more
complex picture of the founding generation provides a unique and rewarding vantage point from
which to consider the question of 'character' in politics, which looms so large in contemporary
political debate. It illuminates the diﬀerences between true fame and mere celebrity in such a way
as to point to considerations that transcend both. Political scientists and American historians alike
will ﬁnd this book to be valuable and illuminating.
THE MAN NOBODY KNOWS University of Chicago Press
Is economic liberty necessary for individuals to lead truly ﬂourishing lives? Whether your immediate
answer is yes or no, this question is deceptively simple. What do we mean by liberty? What
constitutes the ﬂourishing life? How are these related? How is economic liberty related to other
goods that aﬀect human ﬂourishing? To answer these questions—and more—this volume brings to
bear some of history’s greatest thinkers, interpreted by some of today’s leading scholars of their
thought.
A Memoir Leiden University Press
Economic historian Deirdre Nansen McCloskey has distinguished herself through her writing on the
Great Enrichment and the betterment of the poor—not just materially but spiritually. In Bettering
Humanomics she continues her intellectually playful yet rigorous analysis with a focus on humans
rather than the institutions. Going against the grain of contemporary neo-institutional and
behavioral economics which privilege observation over understanding, she asserts her vision of
“humanomics,” which draws on the work of Bart Wilson, Vernon Smith, and most prominently, Adam
Smith. She argues for an economics that uses a comprehensive understanding of human action
beyond behaviorism. McCloskey clearly articulates her points of contention with believers in
“imperfections,” from Samuelson to Stiglitz, claiming that they have neglected scientiﬁc analysis in
their haste to diagnose the ills of the system. In an engaging and erudite manner, she reaﬃrms the
global successes of market-tested betterment and calls for empirical investigation that advances
from material incentives to an awareness of the human within historical and ethical frameworks.
Bettering Humanomics oﬀers a critique of contemporary economics and a proposal for an economics
as a better human science.
The Enchantments of Mammon University of Chicago Press
For a century and a half, the artists and intellectuals of Europe have scorned the bourgeoisie. And
for a millennium and a half, the philosophers and theologians of Europe have scorned the
marketplace. The bourgeois life, capitalism, Mencken’s “booboisie” and David Brooks’s “bobos”—all
have been, and still are, framed as being responsible for everything from ﬁnancial to moral poverty,
world wars, and spiritual desuetude. Countering these centuries of assumptions and unexamined
thinking is Deirdre McCloskey’s The Bourgeois Virtues, a magnum opus that oﬀers a radical view:
capitalism is good for us. McCloskey’s sweeping, charming, and even humorous survey of ethical
thought and economic realities—from Plato to Barbara Ehrenreich—overturns every assumption we
have about being bourgeois. Can you be virtuous and bourgeois? Do markets improve ethics? Has
capitalism made us better as well as richer? Yes, yes, and yes, argues McCloskey, who takes on
centuries of capitalism’s critics with her erudition and sheer scope of knowledge. Applying a new
tradition of “virtue ethics” to our lives in modern economies, she aﬃrms American capitalism
without ignoring its faults and celebrates the bourgeois lives we actually live, without supposing that
they must be lives without ethical foundations. High Noon, Kant, Bill Murray, the modern novel, van
Gogh, and of course economics and the economy all come into play in a book that can only be
described as a monumental project and a life’s work. The Bourgeois Virtues is nothing less than a
dazzling reinterpretation of Western intellectual history, a dead-serious reply to the critics of
capitalism—and a surprising page-turner.
The Applied Theory of Price University of Chicago Press
From New York Times bestselling author and economics columnist Robert Frank, a compelling book
that explains why the rich underestimate the importance of luck in their success, why that hurts
everyone, and what we can do about it How important is luck in economic success? No question
more reliably divides conservatives from liberals. As conservatives correctly observe, people who
amass great fortunes are almost always talented and hardworking. But liberals are also correct to
note that countless others have those same qualities yet never earn much. In recent years, social
scientists have discovered that chance plays a much larger role in important life outcomes than
most people imagine. In Success and Luck, bestselling author and New York Times economics
columnist Robert Frank explores the surprising implications of those ﬁndings to show why the rich
underestimate the importance of luck in success—and why that hurts everyone, even the wealthy.
Frank describes how, in a world increasingly dominated by winner-take-all markets, chance
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opportunities and trivial initial advantages often translate into much larger ones—and enormous
income diﬀerences—over time; how false beliefs about luck persist, despite compelling evidence
against them; and how myths about personal success and luck shape individual and political choices
in harmful ways. But, Frank argues, we could decrease the inequality driven by sheer luck by
adopting simple, unintrusive policies that would free up trillions of dollars each year—more than
enough to ﬁx our crumbling infrastructure, expand healthcare coverage, ﬁght global warming, and
reduce poverty, all without requiring painful sacriﬁces from anyone. If this sounds implausible, you'll
be surprised to discover that the solution requires only a few, noncontroversial steps. Compellingly
readable, Success and Luck shows how a more accurate understanding of the role of chance in life
could lead to better, richer, and fairer economies and societies.
The Rate and Direction of Inventive Activity Revisited University of Chicago Press
A critical examination of economics' past and future, and how it needs to change, by one of the most
eminent political economists of our time The dominant view in economics is that money and
government should play only minor roles in economic life. Economic outcomes, it is claimed, are
best left to the "invisible hand" of the market. Yet these claims remain staunchly unsettled. The view
taken in this important new book is that the omnipresence of uncertainty makes money and
government essential features of any market economy. Since Adam Smith, classical economics has
espoused non-intervention in markets. The Great Depression brought Keynesian economics to the
fore; but stagﬂation in the 1970s brought a return to small-state orthodoxy. The 2008 global
ﬁnancial crash should have brought a reevaluation of that stance; instead the response has been
punishing austerity and anemic recovery. This book aims to reintroduce Keynes’s central insights to
a new generation of economists, and embolden them to return money and government to the
starring roles in the economic drama that they deserve.
Crossing University of Chicago Press
Eugene McCarraher challenges the conventional view of capitalism as a force for disenchantment.
From Puritan and evangelical valorizations of proﬁt to the heavenly Fordist city, the mystically
animated corporation, and the deiﬁcation of the market, capitalism has hijacked our intrinsic longing
for divinity, laying hold to our souls.
Grave New World Cambridge University Press
The economist and historian Deirdre Nansen McCloskey has been best known recently for her
Bourgeois Era trilogy, a vigorous defense, unrivaled in scope, of commercially tested betterment. Its
massive volumes, The Bourgeois Virtues, Bourgeois Dignity, and Bourgeois Equality, solve Adam
Smith’s puzzle of the nature and causes of the wealth of nations, and of the moral sentiments of
modernity. The world got rich, she argues, not chieﬂy by material causes but by an idea and a
sentiment, a new admiration for the middle class and its egalitarian liberalism. For readers looking
for a distillation of McCloskey’s magisterial work, Leave Me Alone and I’ll Make You Rich is what
you’ve been waiting for. In this lively volume, McCloskey and the economist and journalist Carden
bring together the trilogy’s key ideas and its most provocative arguments. The rise of the west, and
now the rest, is the story of the rise of ordinary people to a dignity and liberty inspiring them to have
a go. The outcome was an explosion of innovation after 1800, and a rise of real income by an
astounding 3,000 percent. The Great Enrichment, well beyond the conventional Industrial
Revolution, did not, McCloskey and Carden show, come from the usual suspects, capital
accumulation or class struggle. It came from the idea of economic liberty in Holland and the
Anglosphere, then Sweden and Japan, then Italy and Israel and China and India, an idea that bids fair
in the next few generations to raise up the wretched of the earth. The original shift to liberalism
arose from 1517 to 1789 from theological and political revolutions in northwest Europe, upending
ancient hierarchies. McCloskey and Carden contend further that liberalism and “innovism” made us
better humans as well as richer ones. Not matter but ideas. Not corruption but improvement. Leave
Me Alone and I’ll Make You Rich draws in entertaining fashion on history, economics, literature,
philosophy, and popular culture, from growth theory to the Simpsons. It is the perfect introduction
for a broad audience to McCloskey’s inﬂuential explanation of how we got rich. At a time when
conﬁdence in the economic system is under challenge, the book mounts an optimistic and
persuasive defense of liberal innovism, and of the modern world it has wrought.
Cents and Sensibility Harvard University Press
Why Enlightenment culture sparked the Industrial Revolution During the late eighteenth century,
innovations in Europe triggered the Industrial Revolution and the sustained economic progress that
spread across the globe. While much has been made of the details of the Industrial Revolution, what
remains a mystery is why it took place at all. Why did this revolution begin in the West and not
elsewhere, and why did it continue, leading to today's unprecedented prosperity? In this
groundbreaking book, celebrated economic historian Joel Mokyr argues that a culture of growth
speciﬁc to early modern Europe and the European Enlightenment laid the foundations for the
scientiﬁc advances and pioneering inventions that would instigate explosive technological and
economic development. Bringing together economics, the history of science and technology, and
models of cultural evolution, Mokyr demonstrates that culture—the beliefs, values, and preferences
in society that are capable of changing behavior—was a deciding factor in societal transformations.
Mokyr looks at the period 1500–1700 to show that a politically fragmented Europe fostered a
competitive "market for ideas" and a willingness to investigate the secrets of nature. At the same
time, a transnational community of brilliant thinkers known as the “Republic of Letters” freely
circulated and distributed ideas and writings. This political fragmentation and the supportive
intellectual environment explain how the Industrial Revolution happened in Europe but not China,
despite similar levels of technology and intellectual activity. In Europe, heterodox and creative
thinkers could ﬁnd sanctuary in other countries and spread their thinking across borders. In contrast,
China’s version of the Enlightenment remained controlled by the ruling elite. Combining ideas from
economics and cultural evolution, A Culture of Growth provides startling reasons for why the
foundations of our modern economy were laid in the mere two centuries between Columbus and
Newton.
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